
EXPLORE THE TOURNAMENT:
FAMILY ACTIVITIES & CONVERSATIONS

The Bass is Miami Beach’s contemporary art 
museum, presenting contemporary art to excite, 
challenge and educate. Through a schedule of 
changing exhibitions, The Bass focuses on mid-
career and established artists that reflect the 
spirit and international character of Miami Beach. 

Opened in 1964  and set within an original 1930s 
Art Deco building, The Bass seeks to expand 
the interpretation of contemporary art by 
incorporating disciplines of contemporary culture, 
such as design, fashion and architecture, into 
the exhibition program. Central to the museum’s 
mission, The Bass maintains a vigorous and 
innovative education program for lifelong learning 
and visitors of all ages. The Bass IDEAS uses art 
as a catalyst for creativity and growth, with a 
specialty in early childhood learning.

The Bass Museum of Art is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization accredited by the American Alliance of Museums. The Bass is 
generously funded by the City of Miami Beach, Cultural Affairs Program, Cultural Arts Council, Miami-Dade County Department 
of Cultural Affairs and the Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County Mayor and Board of County Commissioners, and 
sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and 
Culture and The Bass membership. CH697 - A copy of the official registration & financial information for Friends of the Bass 
Museum, Inc. (d.b.a. The Bass) may be obtained from the division of consumer services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352) 
within the state. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state. 

HOURS
Wednesday – Monday
10 AM – 5 PM
Closed Tuesdays

@TheBassMoA

THE BASS MUSEUM OF ART
2100 Collins Avenue
Miami Beach, FL 33139
www.thebass.org
305.673.7530

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!Save on programs! Visit 

www.thebass.org/join, 
or call 305.673.7530 

for details.

Now that you have completed this art explorer 
guide, be sure to visit the Family Room in the 
Rotunda Classroom for more art-making activities, 
design challenges, books and more.

FAMILY ROOM HOURS 
Friday through Sunday
10 AM - 5 PM

DECOR
DRAWING

Tassle

Flower

Heart

Tear drop 

Double diamond

Design your own

Using the 
tapestry as a 
guide, complete 
the drawing by 
adding your own 
decoration to 
the horses and 
their capes. 



SHADING
SKILLS
Below is an example 
of a grayscale shading 
key, a practice used to 
create dimension within 
drawings. Look closely at 
the shades of gray, and try 
to mimic the same shade 
in the empty circle to the 
right. Now, apply this 
shading technique to the 
lady drawn here. 

Hint: Start by applying 
the darkest value. 

DISCUSS
Imagine yourself in this 
scene. Together, talk about 
the following:

It would take up to 30 weavers, and 8 to 12 months 
to create a single tapestry on a loom! Feel the 
types of fabric used in tapestries below.

DID YOU KNOW?

ENVISION
Think about the last time you were in a large crowd of 
people. Draw what you remember in the space below.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
The knights in the tapestry are thought to be 
Jacques de Lalaing and James, the last Earl of 
Douglas. De Lalaing was known for traveling the 
capitals of Europe looking for challengers to joust. 
He was also known for wearing open-face helmets 
so that he could breathe more easily, despite the 
increased risk of danger.

WELCOME TO THE BASS! 
The purpose of this guide is to encourage conversation 
between caregivers and children while exploring the 
16th century tapestry, The Tournament. Tapestries 
were made using threads of silk and wool. A team of 
artists would design cartoons, or sketches, of the 
images before working on the loom. Visit the tapestry 
located on the 1st level and complete the guided 
acivites to explore and learn about art with your family.  

IDENTIFY
Look carefully at the 
details in the textile. 
Take turns and point out 
what you see (ex. colors, 
shapes, animals, etc.). 
Write them below: 
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� What would this    
 scene sound like?

� Which character    
 would you like to be?

� Why do you think this   
 artwork is called 
     The Tournament?
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GRAYSCALE KEY:

WOOL SILK BLEND
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